Collection Development I U.S. Citizenship
I n 1 7 9 0 , C o n g r e s s p a s s e d the first act govern- The first few necessary steps
ing naturalization, which provided tbat any free, white, male To become a naturalized U.S. citizen, one must meet the
or female adult alien who had resided within the limits and jurisdiction of the United States for a period of two years was eligible for citizenship. From this humhie beginning our current
system of granting naturalized citizenship developed, one primarily laid out by the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA)
of 1952 and amended many times since. Ongoing efforts to
reform immigration and naturalization laws aim to replace this
act with one more attuned to the needs of immigrants seeking
U.S. citizenship as well as to tbe needs of the United States.
Tbe greatest recent change has heen the 2003 folding of
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) into the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), a cabinet department of the federal government created by Presidential
Directive in 2002 to "disseminate information regarding
the risk of terrorist acts to Federal, State, and local authorities and to the American people." The responsibility of administering immigration services subsequently fell under
the purview of the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration
Services (BCIS), now called the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).
The decades-long trend of fewer legal permanent residents
(LPRs) becoming naturalized citizens—owing in part to the

general requirements set forth in tbe INA, These include:
• A minimum of six consecutive months spent in the
United States per year
• Residence in a particular USCIS district prior to filing
• The ability to read, write, and speak English
• Knowledge and understanding of U.S. history
and government
• Attachment to the principles of the U.S. Constitution.

Directions get complicated
However, as with so many issues involving our government,
the devil is in the details. To meet the above requirements, a
prospective citizen must do the following and more:
• Complete an N-400 Application for Naturalization
• Send tbe application, passport-style pliotographs, and other docii
ments along with a $700 fee to tbe appropriate service center
• Wait for an appointment letter from the USCIS to have
fingerprints taken
• Wait for the USCIS to schedule an interview
appointment (tbis can take up to a year)
• Go to a local USCIS office at the specified time with
all necessary paperwork

THE LONG AND
WINDING ROAD
By John C. Sandstrom

imposition of immigration quotas in the 1920s and the Great
Depression—began to reverse itself in the 1970s. By 2006, the
DHS estimated there were 12.1 million LPRs in the United
States, a number it projected would increase hy ahout five percent annually. Of these LPRs, the USCIS approximated in
2004, more tban 650,000 were sworn in at naturalization ceremonies in one year.
This upward trend, arguably attributable to increased hostility toward undocumented aliens and limits on the availability of various public-assistance programs enacted in the
1990s, has resulted in a backlog of USCIS cases and delays
in processing that the USCIS continues to work on clearing. The road toward naturalization, then, is not only a long,
winding, and acronym-laden one hut one that can stretch on
for some time.

• Answer questions ahout application and background
• Take tbe English and civics tests
• Receive a decision; await a ceremony date.

Help your patrons avoid potholes

Unfortunately, there are always people wanting to take advantage of those who do not understand how our government works. Steer patrons away from people or organizations
charging for government forms, offering "expedited" feehased services, refusing to give an estimate for how much the
process will cost, or generally making any promises that sound
too good to he true.
"Library Services for Immigrants" (www.uscis.gov/files/
nativedocuments/G-1112.pdf), a nationwide report published
jointly by the USCIS and Institute of Museum and Library Services, will be useful in this regard. It surveys best practices as
John C Sandstrom has more than 20 years' experience in collection
well as offers "ideas for libraries that wish to provide programs
development and is currently Manager of Collection Development and
and services for immigrants living in their communities."
Actjuisitions, El Paso Public Library, TX. With El Paso a border town, the Look to trustworthy publishers for material in this area—
hbrary's U.S. citizenship collection, says Sandstrom, "is very heavily used e.g., Barron's, Kaplan, Nolo. LearningExpress—and especially
and must be kept up-to-date "
to government sources like the USCIS.
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Mapping out the best possible route

Major turns up ahead

At any stage of the naturalization process, public librarians can be an invaluable resource, offering patrons access
to all relevant resources available in print, on CD or DVD,
and online—the very best of which are the subject of this
article.
Remember that, since "an ability to read, write and speak
English" is one of the requirements for naturalization, most
study materials appear only in English. Some are also available
is Spanish, but even those are generally of limited usefulness
(since the tests must be taken in English) and focus more on
the process than on the actual tests.
Maintaining your collection of materials on the citizenship
test is fairly straightforward. Make sure the test guides in your
collection are both in good condition anil current; any citizenship-related titles should be replaced every two years or whenever the forms and processes change.
The current civics and English tests were developed in
the 1950s and haven't changed very nnich since. However, the rest of the process and some of the forms required
changed in 2003, when the INS was absorbed by the DHS.
The N-400. or Application for Naturalization, seems
to change annually; in fact, there are additional changes
around the bend.

In October 20(18. the USCIS will hegin phasing in new civics,
reading, and writing tests. The transition period will end in
October 2009. If an applicant...
• ...applies before October 1. 2008, and is scheduled for
his/her naturalization interview before October 1, 200S.
he/she must take the current test.
• ...applies before October 1. 2008, and is scheduled tor
his/her naturalization interview after October 1, 21)08,
he/she can choose to take either the current test or the
redesigned version.
• ...applies after October 1, 2008, he/she will take the
redesigned version.
• ...is scheduled for his/her naturalization interview after
October 1, 2009, regardless of the date ofapplication.
he/she will take the redesigned version.
Tbis means your study guide collection will need to be transitioned beginning in October 2008 and completely replaced
by October 200<>. As of this article's writing, study guides focusing on the new tests are still in development and not yet
available.
In the following bibliography, starred ("*•) items are recommended as core resotirces for all libraries.
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Bray. Nona. U.S. Immigration Made Easy.
13th ed. Nolo. 2007. 592p. index. ISBN 9781-4133-0652-1. pap. $39.99.

IHp. index. ISBN 978-0-16-078733-1. pap.
$9.50. PDF free online at: www.uscis.gDw/
newimmlgrants.

A key document available in 12 ditTerent
More iii-dcptli liian !Unv To CJet a Green languages that lays out the hasic path toCard (below); discusses immigration paper- ward and requirements for naturalization.
work, green cards, and other types of temSTUDY GUIDES-BOOKS
porary visas ;ind when to involve a lawyer.
Bray, Nona & Carl Falstrom. How To Get a
Green Card. 7th ed. Nolo. 2006.282p. illus.
index. ISBN 978-1-4133-0520-3. pap. $29.99.
I'ud irniiiigrarioii .iitorneys cuvei the

qualitlcdtion criteria tor getting a green
card as well as legal short-term alternatives.
The eighth edition (May 2()()H. ISBN 978l-4I.W-()852-5) will reflect fee increases,
changes to sponsor requirements, and
<ither updates.
^ Welcome to the United States: A Gtiide
tor New Immigrants, rev. sd. USCIS. 2007.

Alesi, Gladys E. Barron's How To Prepare for
the U.S. Citizenship Test. 6th ed. Barron's.
2005.224p. illus. index. ISBN 978-0-76412379-5. pap. $16.99.

While the questions and answers still apply, this quality edition uses the 2002 version of the N-4nO, so tbe sections referring
to it should be used with caution.
Gula de Ciudadania/Naturalizacion en
U.S.A. LearningExpress. 2008.184p. ISBN
978-1-57685-617-8. pap. $9.95.

A Spanisb-language guide to naturalization;
questions are based on the current test.
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Hennessey, O.L Twenty-Five Lessons in
Citizeiishii) 100th ed. D.L Hennessey Puh. 2004.
n2p. ISBN 978-1-879773-06-6. pap. $7.95.
This all-in-one textbook tor passing the
civics test features 25 lessons and several
appendixes. It refers to the current test, but
all its examples regarding state and local
governments are set in Los Angeles.
Kaplan Becoming a U.S. Citizen:
Understanding the Naturalization Process.
Kaplan. 2006. 216p. illus. ISBN 978-1-41954199-5. pap. $12.95.

This clearly organized, stcp-by-step guide
takes readers through tbe decision-making,
application, and studying processes (sample
English-language and civics tests included).
Refers to a superseded version of tbe N~
400, so use those sections witb care.
•k Pass the U.S. Citizenship Exam. 3tl ed.
LearningExpress. 2008.145p. ISBN 978-1MAY l,2ii(>H
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57685-619-2. pap, $12.95.

This edition, which covers the current civics
test and the current N-4()0, includes bilingual lessons, quizzes, translated civics terms/
definitions, sample questions/forms, embassy data, and more. There is also a bilingual edition (ISBN 978-1-57685-618-5).
"A* Preparation for Citizenship 2 0 0 2 . SteckVaugtin. 2001.104p. ed. by Ellen Northcutt.
illus. ISBN 978-0-7398-3458-9. pap. $15.95
with CD.

Out of the few guides designed for nonnative English-language speakers, this focuses almost exclusively on the civics test.
Questions read aloud on the accompanying
CD help students practice their comprehension skills. Relevant until October 2009.
Schell, Debhie M. & others. Become a U.S.
Citizen. Sphinx: Sourceboaks. 2007.164p. Illus.
index. ISBN 978-1-57248-597-B. pap. $13.95,

This guide by three actorneyN contains
questions from the beta release of the new
(Oct. 2008) civics test. While these are not
the final questions, they do show the areas
the new test will be emphasizing.

STUDY GUIDES-URLS, PDFS

O.S. Civics and Citizenship. USCIS. free

Of the myriad citizciiship-test study guides
available online, many are limited to particular communities or require meeting
certain prequalifications (e.g., living in
an area served by a given school district).
These are not included here. Please check
with your local school di.stricts and social
service agencies to see which programs are
available in your area.

online at: USCivics.notlong,com.

A gateway to the curriculum developed by
the USCIS for teaching civics to adult ESL
students and preparing them to become
naturalized citizens; links to lesson plans,
teacher assessments, and other instructional
material.

STUDY GUIDES-CDS, DVDS
L6pez, Jaime A. Hagase Cuidadano H.C. Co., PO

"k Skolnick, Solomon M, The Great American
Citizenship Quiz: Can You Pass Your Own
Country's Citizenship Test? Walker. 2005.186p.
index. ISBN 978-0-8027-7722-5. pap. $8.95.

Becoming a U.S. Citizen: An Overview

Box 1111, Arlington, TX 78004-1 111. 2007.96p.

of the Naturalization Process. 10

ISBN 978-0-9676584-1-4. $19.95 with CD.

min. USCIS. Undated, free online at:

Developed by J past piL-suieiit ot the
League of United Latin American Citizens, this bilingual CO and 9()-page booklet support Mexican American immigrants
in studying for the citizenship test.

becomingcitizenoverview.notlong.com.

Tbe qiiestion/atiswcr/explication format of A brief tlash presentation designed to be
Skoinick's (Simple Gifts: The Sfiaker Song) screened in citizenship classes; with a study
tun little book, designed tor the citizen and teacher's guide.
and noncitizen, is both a practical resource
for study and an interesting read.
Citizen's Almanac: Fundamental
Swick, Edward. CiiffsTestPrep U.S. Citizenship
Test. Cliffs Notes. 2005.304p. illus. maps.
ISBN 978-0-7645-7693-5. pap. $13.99.

All the information needed to pass the
English-language and civics tests, complete with language drills, questions, exercises, and practice tests,
U.S. Citizenship: A Step-by-Step Guide.
LearningExpress. 2007.184p. illus. ISBN
978-1-57685-577-5, pap. $12.95.

Documents, Symbols, and Anthems of the
United States, rev. ed. USCIS, 2007,102p.
illus. ISBN 978-0-16-078027-1. pap. $7.50.
PDF free online at: www.uscis.gov/files/
nativedocuments/M-76.pdf.

I'caturing historical speeches, songs, landmark Supreme Court decisions, and more;
all public lihraries should point patrons here.

National Constitution Center. A Promise of
Freedom: An Introduction to U.S. History
and Civics for Immigrants. 12 min. USCIS.
Undated. DVD or online at: promiseoffreedom.
notlong.com.

A 12-'minute film for immigrant audiences based on the National Constitution
Center's award-winning multimedia theatrical presentation. Freedom Rising.
H

Civics Flash Cards. USCIS. Undated.
free online at: www,uscis,gov/files/
nativadocuments/M-623.pdf.

THE DEVELOPJ

This solid gLiidc to the naturalization process disctisses what to expect along each step
and includes a chapter on special .situations.
Real-liU' accounts appear throughout.

Among the questions on these flash cards:
"What were the original 13 states?" Order
hard copies from the Government Printing
Office at http://bookstore.gpo.gov.
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Weintraub, Lynne, Citizenship: Ready for the
Interview. New Readers Pr. 2001.127p. illus.
ISBN 978-1-56420-226-0. pap. $18 with CD.

Learn Abotitthe United States: Quick Civics
Lessons. USCIS. 2006. free online at: www.
uscis,gov/files/nativedocuments/M-638,pdf.

Like the author's Giti::enship: [\issing ihv
Test, this complementary text is designed
tor people new to the English language.
The accompanying CD helps users improve their compreheTision of spoken English in the context of the interview. Relevant until October 2009.

Oficriiig brief lessons based on sample civics
test questions as welt as a glossary of terms.
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Naturalization Self Test. USCIS. free online
at: NaturalizationSelfTest.notlong.com.

A way tor prospective citizens to test their
knowledge before actually taking the test.

lEDULE

For a complete schedule, go to
www.iibraryjournal.com. Publishers
wishing to submit titles (new and/or
backtist) should contact Wilda Williams
four to six months in advance of issue
dates listed above ( 6 4 6 - 7 4 6 - 6 4 7 2 ;
Email: WWilliams@reedbustness.com;
snaif mail: Library Journal, 360 ParK
Atfenue S.. New York, NY 10010).
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