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TEASER

IN DARKNESS:

The sound of continuous rainfall.

A BOOM of THUNDER and a bolt of lightning.

The continuous rainfall fades to silence except for the 
SPATTER of DROPS of water.

FADE IN:

EXT. SKY - DAY

In the background, the SPATTER of water DROPS continues.

The sun starts to trickle out between the clouds and bands of 
golden light shine through the still air.

Out of an enormous orifice in the clouds a rainbow with every 
color imaginable pours like a waterfall towards earth.

PAN from the sky to the house.

EXT. SPIDER WEB - DAY

A ray of sunshine illuminates thousands of tiny beads of 
water in a brilliant display, which cling to a gigantic 
spider web.

PAN from the spider web to the back door of the house.

EXT. HOUSE - DAY

A doggie door swings open and WALTER, 9, a longhair, pudgy 
Chihuahua with wide dark brown eyes and big ears that stand 
erect steps out.

His coat happens to be almost white with a large dark brown 
spot on his right side. The top of his head reels in dark 
brown with ears that have a black outline. 

He looks like he has on an old World War I bombers hat.

A white circle outlines both of his eyes and from the tips of 
his ears hang a few long black hairs.

He sits down, rubs his eyes with his paws and yawns.



WALTER
Ah what a beautiful day.

He shakes his head and looks up to the sky.

WALTER’S POV

He ponders over a brilliant cascade of light with every color 
imaginable flow into a sensational rainbow, which pours 
through the clouds to the ground.

BACK TO THE SCENE

Walter’s eyes grow to the size of saucers. His mouth drops 
wide open, and his tongue hangs to the ground.

WALTER’S POV

With his eyes, he follows the rainbow down to the ground 
where a golden hue bounces back up into the sky.

FADE OUT:

TITLE CREDIT: “A GOLDEN MOMENT”

FADE IN:

BACK TO SCENE

WALTER’S POV

Walter hears the WHINNY of a HORSE. He jumps into the air, 
clicks his paws together, turns his head and sees his buddy 
who stands in the pasture. 

MERLIN, 3, an Appaloosa stud colt with a dark grey almost 
black coat of hair and white spots on his butt wiggles his 
head and throws his hind feet in the air. 

His tail shows a silver-grey with black hairs throughout.

He has a white star on his forehead and a white snip on his 
nose. His hoofs display a cream color with one white sock on 
his right rear leg.
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BACK TO SCENE

WALTER (CONT’D)
Hang on to your white spots, I’ll 
be right there.

Walter jumps up and bounces towards Merlin.

ACT ONE

EXT. PASTURE - DAY

Walter crawls under the fence, wags his tail, sits on his 
butt and looks up at Merlin.

WALTER
Hey bud how about that rainbow? 
Isn’t it gorgeous?

Merlin cocks his head, lowers it down to Walter and raises an 
eye-lid.

MERLIN
I told you not to call me bud. You 
do it again, and I will kick you 
clear to the end of that rainbow.

Walter lowers his head, puts his paw over his eyes and little 
by little pulls it away and peers at Merlin.

WALTER
I’m sorry, I’ll do my best not to 
do it again.

MERLIN raises his head and SNORTS.

MERLIN
All right then. Now about that 
rainbow. Did you see the golden 
glow at the end of it?

WALTER
Could it be a pot of gold? 

MERLIN POV

Merlin gapes at the end of the rainbow and SNORTS.

MERLIN
I sure hope not. Gold sparks greed. 
Greed sparks deceit and anger.
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BACK TO SCENE

Walter stares at the rainbow and looks at Merlin.

WALTER
I disagree, I want the gold.

MERLIN looks down at Walter, shakes his head and crosses his 
eyes and paws at the ground.

MERLIN
That disgusts me.

WALTER
If isn’t gold, than whatever it is 
has to be heartfelt and gratifying.

Merlin stands up on his hind legs and paws at the air with 
his front feet.

MERLIN
Let’s go on an adventure and see 
what is at the end of it.

Walter jumps up and down and runs in circles.

WALTER
Yes, Yes, Yes.

Merlin wiggles his butt, shakes his tail, sticks his nose up 
into the air and curls his upper lip back. He sounds  off a 
loud WHINNY.

MERLIN
Let’s go to my favorite escape 
spot. We're burnen daylight.

Walter runs up to Merlin, nips him in the heels and runs for 
the fence line.

Merlin throws his head up in the air, kicks up his hind legs, 
farts and gallops past Walter.

EXT. FENCE LINE - PASTURE SIDE - DAY

They stop at a spot in the fence line where a tree branch 
hangs over the fence. The fence consists of three strands of 
barbless wire and one single strand of electric wire with a 
post every twelve feet.

Walter cocks his head and with a big grin on his face looks 
up at Merlin.
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WALTER
Well do your thing.

Merlin looks back at Walter, shakes his head, and winks at 
him. He then reaches up, grabs a branch and tucks it under 
the electric wire.

He puts his head down, farts, and inches his way between the 
bottom two wires.

With a big grin on his face Walter scoots under the bottom 
wire.

EXT. FENCE LINE - OUTSIDE OF PASTURE - DAY

Merlin stands up, shakes himself from head to foot, reaches 
up and frees the branch from the wire.

Merlin puts his head down and with his nose tosses Walter in 
the direction of the rainbow.

WALTER hits the ground with a THUD, and for a moment sees a 
few stars circle his head.

WALTER stands up, shakes himself off, and looks up at Merlin 
with his eyes half open and GROWLS.

WALTER
Take it easy, I'm not as big as you 
are.

Merlin trots past Walter. He LAUGHS and SNICKERS at him.

MERLIN
Come on, we’re burnen daylight.

EXT. CORN FIELD - OUTSIDE EDGE - DAY

Walter and Merlin walk up to the edge of a gigantic corn 
field sit down and look at each other.

Walter puts his paw up to his ear, and Merlin puts his hoof 
up to his ear. They stare at the corn field and listen.

WALTER
I don’t hear him.

Merlin stands up on his hind legs, paws at the air with his 
two front feet, peers over the top of the corn and stands 
back down on all fours.
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MERLIN
I don’t see or hear the scarecrow 
either. But he has a big stick 
which I’m scared to death of.

With panic in his eyes, Merlin looks down at Walter, takes a 
deep breath and blows it out.

Walter looks up at Merlin and sighs.

WALTER
I also have a big fear. I am 
deathly afraid of water and that I 
might drown in it.

MERLIN looks at Walter and WHINNIES.

MERLIN
What’s that got to do with the 
cornfield and the scarecrow? Let’s 
go, we’re burnen daylight.

Merlin lowers his head to Walter, with his teeth picks up 
Walter by the scruff of his neck and tosses him onto his 
back.

Walters eyes squint. He lands, grabs some of Merlin’s mane in 
his mouth and Merlin runs into the corn.

EXT. CORN FIELD - DAY

About a quarter way through the corn field Merlin stops.

MERLIN POV

Merlin peers through the corn all the way around them. He 
turns his head and looks at Walter. 

Walters eyes grow huge and his whole body trembles.

BACK TO SCENE

MERLIN WHINNIES and takes off in the direction of the 
rainbow.

EXT. CORN FIELD - CENTER - DAY

Halfway through the cornfield Merlin stops, cocks his right 
ear and listens. His nostrils flare, and he breathes hard.
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The hair on Walter’s back stands straight up.

MERLIN POV

Merlin turns to look at what Walter sees.

The SCARECROW wears a plaid shirt and coveralls that bulge 
with straw. He flies out after them and twirls a large stick 
over his head that makes a loud BUZZ sound.

SCARECROW
Your mine.

BACK TO SCENE

Walter hangs on for dear life. Merlin takes off at a gallop 
and does not stop until they come out the other side of the 
corn field.

EXT. CORN FIELD - OUTSIDE EDGE - DAY

Merlin and Walter fly out of the cornfield and stop.

Merlin sits down, wipes the sweat off his brow and Walter 
jumps down. 

Walter sits down next to him, and they catch their breath.

MERLIN
That was close. I felt his stick 
hit my tail as we took off.

Walter looks at Merlin and grins.

WALTER
If I would have had trousers on, I 
would be washing them out right 
now.

MERLIN looks back at him, smiles and WHINNIES.

They stand up, look into the sky, and spot the rainbow.

Walter shakes his butt and looks at Merlin.

WALTER (CONT’D)
Don’t say it. I know, we’re burnen 
daylight let’s go.
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EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY

Merlin and Walter approach a busy highway and stop. 

Walter cocks his head puts his paw up in the air and motions 
to Merlin.

WALTER
You stay here until I get across. I 
will signal you when to come.

Walter edges his way up to the edge of the road and sits. His 
head turns back and forth and watches the cars go by. 

He sees his chance and bounds across the road. On the other 
side, he turns, faces Merlin, shakes his whole body from the 
tip of his nose to the tip of his tail, and sits down.

WALTER (CONT’D)
That wasn’t so bad. Now it’s your 
turn.

Merlin gets to the edge. Sweat drops from his brow, his eyes 
grow huge and show the white circles around them.

He bolts across the highway. A semi approaches. SWOOSH it 
goes by and swipes the end of his tail.

Fearful and dizzy he collapses to the ground with a THUD.

Walter waddles up to him and licks his face.

WALTER (CONT’D)
That was close.

Merlin raises his head and crosses his eyes.

MERLIN
You’re telling me.

WALTER
It will be all worth it when we get 
the gold.

Merlin shakes his head and stands up.

WALTER (CONT’D)
What do you want to see at the end 
of the rainbow?

Merlin sits and scratches his head.
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MERLIN
I want to see a new beginning for 
something beautiful, innocent and 
full of life.

WALTER
Ya, like a pot of gold for a new 
beginning and a new life.

MERLIN
Come on Walter, we’re burnen 
daylight.

Merlin and Walter trot off towards the end of the rainbow.

EXT. SWAMP, OUTSIDE EDGE - DAY

Merlin and Walter stand at the edge of a swamp and peer out 
across it. Merlin squints his eyes, looks at Walter and 
shakes his head.

MERLIN
Now what are we getting ourselves 
into?

Walter looks back at Merlin, winks at him, and motions him to 
follow.

WALTER
Watch out for the quicksand trolls.

EXT. SWAMP, INTERIOR - DAY

Walter stumbles and almost falls into quicksand.

MERLIN
Brilliant, you tell me to look out 
for...

Walter stands up brushes himself off and looks back at the 
quicksand to see the hand of a QUICKSAND TROLL, 20s, four 
foot six inches tall grab for him.

QUICKSAND TROLL
Come here my little friend.

Walter struggles and back into the quicksand.

WALTER
Just don’t stand there, do 
something.
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Merlin turns and spots a branch. He picks it up with his 
mouth and beats the Quicksand Troll in the head.

QUICKSAND TROLL
Dagnabit stop it.

Walter trembles and drools from the mouth.

The Quicksand Troll releases Walter from his grip.

MERLIN
Grab the branch. I’ll pull you out.

Walter grabs the branch and Merlin whisks him to safety. The 
Quicksand Troll sinks and disappears. Walter waddles up to 
Merlin and gives him a kiss on the nose.

WALTER
Thanks Bro.

MERLIN
You sure that pot of gold is worth 
all this?

Walter shakes himself off and looks up at Merlin.

MERLIN (CONT’D)
Come on--

WALTER
I know, we’re burnen daylight.

EXT. CLEARING - DAY

Merlin and Walter come out of the swamp into a clearing. 
Weary from their journey they shake themselves off sit down 
and face the rainbow. 

MERLIN
That is such a beautiful rainbow.

WALTER
Ya and that gold is shining even 
brighter.

Merlin turns his head and looks at Walter and SNORTS.

MERLIN
You and your gold.

WALTER looks at Merlin and CHUCKLES.

MERLIN SNORTS jumps up and farts.
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MERLIN (CONT’D)
Come on, we’re burnen daylight.

Walter jumps up and follows.

EXT. RIVER EDGE - DAY

Merlin and Walter mosey up to the edge.

Walter looks at the fast current and ponders at water splash 
on boulders in front of him. He starts to tremble and beads 
of sweat pop off of his forehead.

Merlin looks down at Walter and NICKERS.

MERLIN
Just stay on my back and hang on.

Merlin reaches down and picks him up by the scruff of his 
neck and tosses him on his back.

MERLIN (CONT’D)
Now hang on.

Merlin looks out across the river flares his nostrils, 
squints his eyes and jumps in.

EXT. RIVER - DAY

The dead strong current pulls at Merlin. He swims for his 
life towards the other side. 

Walter hangs on for dear life. The water swirls around him, 
grabs for him and tries to pull him in.

A huge wave moves over Merlin’s back and brushes Walter off.

Merlin swings his head around and grabs Walter before he goes 
under. He hangs on to Walter and struggles to the other side.

EXT. RIVER - OTHER SIDE - DAY

Merlin tosses Walter onto the bank pulls himself out of the 
river and both collapse from sheer exhaustion.

Walter stands up, shakes himself off, coughs up some water 
and looks at Merlin. A big tear flows from his eye.

WALTER
How can I ever thank you?
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Merlin stands up, shakes himself off and looks down at 
Walter. A tear rolls from his eye with a smile on his face.

MERLIN
You just did Bro. Now look in the 
direction of the rainbow.

They both look in that direction of the rainbow and see a 
gold glow from the forest ahead.

Merlin and Walter both take off at a run.

WALTER
Last one there is a rotten egg.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Merlin and Walter run through the forest. They both stumble 
and roll.

MERLIN jumps up, kicks his hind feet into the air, WHINNIES 
and takes off. 

WALTER jumps back up at a full run and HOWLS.

They come to the edge of the forest stop and peer into a 
clearing. After a moment, they proceed out of the forest.

EXT. CLEARING - DAY

Walter and Merlin enter the clearing and climb to the top of 
a hill. They see where the rainbow touches the ground in a 
splash of gold and advance towards it.

EXT. END OF THE RAINBOW - DAY

The rainbow touches the ground and explodes into millions of 
colors which turn into a golden hue that smothers the entire 
site.

In the center lies a huge bed of golden straw upon which 
rests a beautiful newborn fawn. It’s a light golden brown 
with hundreds of white spots and a white star on its 
forehead.

Mom and Dad stand proud next to him and beam with joy.

A multitude of forest creatures surround them. 

Merlin and Walter walk closer to the fawn and become 
awestruck by the sight. 
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They each take turns and walk up to the fawn, rub noses with 
it, smile and step back behind the crowd to watch in total 
amazement.

Walter and Merlin look at each other with a grin from ear to 
ear.

MERLIN
The gold symbolizes the birth of a 
new life. That is something that 
gold coins can’t buy.

Walter wags his tail smiles and rubs noses with Merlin.

MERLIN (CONT’D)
All of us creatures are here 
together in a show of friendship 
and love of life.

WALTER
Yes, it is very heartfelt and 
gratifying. Truly a golden moment.

Merlin and Walter take one last look at the fawn, turn and 
head back towards home.

WALTER (CONT’D)
I know don’t say it. Come on, we’re 
burnen daylight.

FADE TO BLACK

THE END
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